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his sword on the prostrate figure. Blood squirted out and Lao
Wang lived no more.
Realizing that it would be useless to try to run away from the
robber, Liu Kuei's wife decided to resort to a ruse. She clapped
her hands and said, "Well done, well done!" The man stared at
her and said, "Who are you?" She answered, "I am an unfortu-
nate woman who has recently lost her husband and was mated to
this old man by a deceitful matchmaker. He was no good at all
except to eat and eat You have relieved me of a burden with
your sword."
Pleased with her words and seeing that she was not bad looking,
the robber said, "Would you be the mistress of my mountain
domain?" Since there wasn't much else she could do, she said,
"I shall most willingly serve you, great king."
On hearing this the man's anger changed to joy; he threw Lao
Wang's body into a swamp, picked up his sword and led Liu
Kuei's wife to an isolated house. He picked up a clump of earth
and threw it on the roof, whereupon a man opened the door. In-
side the robber ordered a sheep killed and wine brought and
performed the wedding ceremony with Liu Kuei's. wife.
One knows well that it is not a proper match,
But it is better than to lose one's life.
After the robber took Liu Kuei's wife, he made several good
hauls in succession and became quite rich after about half a year's
time. Being a sensible woman, she tried to persuade him to mend
his ways. Thus she used to exhort him day and night: "It is said
that the water jug will, sooner or later, break over the well plat-
form and that a soldier will die on the battle ground. Just so
you will come to a bad end if you keep on doing things against
the laws of Heaven. Since we have now accumukted more than
enough for the rest of our lives, why don't you give up youi
present profession and take up some kind of lawful business?'1
Finally the robber gave way to her exhortations. He rented i
bouse in the city and opened up a general store. When he couk